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The President of the United States of America,
authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of Congress
the Medal of Honor to

PRIVATE
HENRY JOHNSON

UNITED STATES ARMY

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty:

Private Henry Johnson distinguished himself by extraordinary
acts of heroism at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of
duty while serving as a member of Company C, 369th Infantry
Regiment, 93d Infantry Division, American Expeditionary Forces
on May 15, 1918, during combat operations against the enemy
on the front lines of the Western Front in France. In the early
morning hours, Private Johnson and another soldier were on
sentry duty at a forward outpost when they received a surprise
attack from a German raiding party consisting of at least 12
soldiers. While under intense enemy fire and despite receiving
significant wounds, Private Johnson mounted a brave retaliation,
resulting in several enemy casualties. When his fellow soldier was
badly wounded and being carried away by the enemy, Private
Johnson exposed himself to grave danger by advancing from
his position to engage the two enemy captors in hand-to-hand
combat. Wielding only a knife and gravely wounded himself,
Private Johnson continued fighting, defeating the two captors
and rescuing the wounded soldier. Displaying great courage, he
continued to hold back the larger enemy force until the defeated
enemy retreated leaving behind a large cache of weapons and
equipment and providing valuable intelligence. Without Private
Johnson’s quick actions and continued fighting, even in the
face of almost certain death, the enemy might have succeeded
in capturing prisoners and the outpost, without abandoning
valuable intelligence. Private Johnson's extraordinary heroism
and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and
reflect great credit upon himself, Company C, 369th Infantry
Regiment, 93d Infantry Division and the United States Army.



(riteria for Afoard

The Medal of Honor, established by Joint Resolution of Congress 12 July
1862 (amended by Act of 9 July 1918 and Act of 25 July 1963) is awarded
in the name of Congress to a person who, while 2 member of the Armed
Forces, distinguishes himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged
in an action against any enemy of the United States, while engaged in
military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force;
or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict
against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a
belligerent party. The deed performed must have been one of personal
bravery or self-sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the
individual above his comrades and must have involved risk of life.
Incontestable proof of the performance of service is exacted and each
recommendation for award of this decoration is considered on the
standard of extraordinary merit. Eligibility is limited to members of the
Armed Forces of the United States in active Federal military service.

Medal of Honor Presentation
(Posthumously)

by

George Bush

President of the United States of America

to

Corporal Freddie Stowers
United States Army

East Room

The White House
Washington, D. C.

on
April 24, 1991
at
three o’clock
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EDITORIALS/LETTERS TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 1997

More Blacks De_serve Honors as War Heroes

To the Editor:

As a former Republican Repre-
sentative who, with the late Repre-
sentative Mickey Leland, a Demo-
crat, initiated the effort almost a
decade ago to insure that deserving
African-American veterans of both
world wars would receive Congres-
sional Medals of Honor, I applaud the
awards made on Jan. 13 to seven
African-American veterans of World
War II who had been denied this
nation’s highest military honor be-
cause they were black (front page,
Jan. 14). However, I protest the ab-
sence of historical perspective in
your coverage.

In 1988, Mr. Leland and I intro-
duced legislation to confer the Medal
of Honor posthumously on black ser-
vicemen after a three-year cam-
paign by Leroy Ramsey, a retired
Albany educator who had discovered
that none of the 549 medals awarded
during the two world wars went to
any of the 1.5 African-Americans on
active duty.

The seven medals bestowed on
Jan. 13 came about because the
Army, acting in part on our original
plan, awarded a grant to Shaw Uni-
versity, a historically black institu-

tion in Raleigh, N.C., to review poten-
tial African-American candidates for
the medal. However, Shaw received
a mandate to study only the Army
and only World War II.

This was not what Mr. Leland and
I agreed to in June 1988, when De-
fense Secretary Frank C. Carlucci
asked us to abandon our attempt to
open up the statute of limitations to
award medals to Sgt. Henry Johnson
of New York, a World War I veteran,
and Seaman Dorie Miller of Texas,
who served in World War II. At that
time, Mr. Carlucci argued for a com-
prehensive study, lest we commit
another injustice by awarding only
two medals when many other black
candidates probably existed.

Fortunately we were able to over-
come the political obstacle and suc-
ceeded in getting the first medal .

.awarded, in 1991, to Cpl. Freddie

Stowers, who served in the Army in
World War I..

We need to go back to the original
plan to investigate candidates who
were passed over for our nation’s
highest military award, in both the
Army and Navy and for both world
wars. JOSEPH J. DIOGUARDI

Ossining, N.Y., Jan. 16, 1997



Congressman

JOE DIOGUARDI

Serving Westchester County

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to introduce a bill which will
eliminate a gross inequity that has existed for far too long in

the history of the Congressional Medal of Honor.

DID YOU KNOW THAT OF THE ONE MILLION BLACKS WHO SERVED IN
WORLD WAR II AND THE HALF-MILLION BLACKS WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR
I, NOT ONE, I REPEAT, NOT ONE, RECEIVED THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL
OF HONOR IN EITHER WAR???

Blacks have been awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor in every other war since the inception of the Medal in the
Civil War with the unusual exception of those who served in WwWI
and WWII.

Two perfect examples of blacks who were unjustly denied the
Medal of Honor are Seaman Dorrie Miller and Sergeant Henry
Johnson. Both men served their country above and beyond the
call of duty; Seaman Miller was awarded the Navy Cross for his
noble actions in WWII, and a ship was named in his honor.
Sergeant Johnson was given France's highest military award, the
Croix de Guerre, because of his acts of heroism against the
Germans in WWI.

YET, INCREDIBLY, THESE MEN HAVE BEEN DENIED OUR COUNTRY'S
HIGHEST HONOR, THE CONGRESSIONAIL MEDAL OF HONOR. I URGE MY
COLLEAGUES TO HELP ME CORRECT THIS OVERSIGHT BY SUPPORTING MY
BILL WHICH WILL WAIVE THE FIVE-YEAR LIMITATION ON AWARDING THE
MEDAL OF BONOR FOR THESE MEN.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

&

OcTOBEA 20, (987
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October 21, 1987

Dear Colleague:

Yesterday, we introduced legislation to correct a gross
inequity that exists in the history of the Congressicnal Medal of
Honor. OF A TOTAL OF 1 AND A HALF MILLION BLACKS WHO SERVED IN
WORLD WAR I AND WORLD WAR II, NOT ONE RECEIVED THE CONGRESSIONAL
MEDAL OF HONOR. THESE ARE THE ONLY TWO WARS SINCE THE INCEPTION

OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR IN THE CIVIL WAR WHERE NO BLACKS WERE GIVEN
THE AWARD.

Two perfect examples of blacks who were unjustly denied the
Medal of Honor are Seaman Dorrie Miller of Waco, Texas (WWII) and
Sergeant Henry Johnson of Albany, New York (WWI). Both served
their country above and beyond the call of duty. Seaman Miller
was awarded the Navy Cross for his noble actions in WWII, and a
ship was named in his honor. Sergeant Johnson was given France's:
highest mllltary award, the Croix de Guerre, because of his acts
of heroism in WWI.

Yet, incredibly, these men have been denied our country's
hlghest honor, the Congressional Medal of Honor. The failure to
award the Congressional Medal of Honor to these men is a slap in
the face to all blacks who have fought so valiantly in the two
major wars of this century to preserve the freedoms and liberties
that we all cherish. Our bill would waive the statute of
limitations on awarding the Medal for each man. Once the statute
is waived, the Army and Navy could recommend these men to the
President, who then could award the Medal on behalf of Congress.

In addltlon, we are wrlting a letter to Secretary of Defense
Weinberger urging him to give a favorable recommendation to the
President once the statute of limitations is waived by Congress.
Your support for these measures will hopefully ensure that fair
and egual treatment will be awarded to the soldiers who gave as
much to their country as the 549 others who were awarded the
Medal in WWI and WWII.

If you would like to join us in finally rectifying this
unfortunate oversight, or if you need additional information,
please contact Brita Forssberg at x56506.

Sincerely,
Nee Lo Aol «Q.QL_
::foskph J. DioGuardi




JOSEPH J. DIoGUARD! VASHINGTDN OF 110 E )
20TH BISTRICT REW YORK 325 Cannon Buabing
WasHInGTON DC 20515
{202} 225-6506

COMMITTEES
DISTRICT OFtiCE

B G. FINANCE AND 4 ) YoR!
" URBAN AFFAIRS Congress of the nited States SR Soge a0
, (314) 897-644C
ROVEERIGEHE CrERN ok Bouse of Representativies
SELECT COMMITTEE ON NARCOTICS )
ABUSE AND CONTROL wasbinglon, BC 20515

The Honorable Frank Carlucci
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to urge you to reverse the stated opposition
of the Department of the Army and the Department of the Navy
to H.R. 3509 and H.R 3510. These measures would enable the
President to award the Congressional Medals of Honor posthumously
to Sergeant Henry Johnson and Seaman Dorrie Miller, two black men
eminently deserving of the Congressional Medal of Honor by all
high standards, the only obstacle being that the statute of
limitations has expired.

The sad fact is that of the 1.5 million blacks who served
our country so valiantly in World War I and World War II, not one
received our nation's highest honor, the Congressional Medal of
Honor. H.R. 3509 and H.R. 3510 would waive the statute of
limitations on awarding the Medal. As I'm sure you are aware,
the Armed Services Committee is reluctant to act until a
favorable recommendation is received from the Department of
Defense. The refusal of the Department of Army and the
Department of Navy to acknowledge this injustice is offensive to
many who served our nation.

It is clear that both Sergeant Henry Johnson and Seaman
Dorrie Miller acted above and beyond the call of duty. Sergeant
Johnson, who served in France during WWI, received France's
highest military honor, the Croix de Guerre. Yet, his own
country refuses to recognize his bravery. Seaman Miller
performed so bravely at the battle of Pearl Harbor that he
received the Navy Cross, and a ship was named in his honor. He
was killed in a torpedo attack. He, too, has been unfairly
denied his country's highest honor.

It is time, Mr. Secretary, as a matter of fundamental
justice, to change this oversight. Many Medals have been awarded
after the five-year limitations statute has expired; we need to
correct this as soon as possible. We look forward to your
favorable response to this request.

cerely,

“~TIoteph J. DioGuardl Cauwe 7,988 ) MG fa}
(i’(/@mrrfz) 7O SECRETARY CARLYce ; wirr LOY SIVATURES)



Congressman

JOE DIOGUARDI

20th
C.D.

Serving Westchester County '
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Ari Fleischer
June 8, 1988 (202) 225-6506 (o)
(202) 547-4285 (h)

DIOGUARDI TO CARLUCCI: SERVE JUSTICE AND REVERSE THE DECISION

WASHINGTON - Congressional pressure on the Pentagon mounted today
as 104 Congressmen sent a joint letter to Defense Secretary Frank
carlucci urging the Secretary to reverse a lower level pentagon
decision refusing to grant the Congressional Medal of Honor to
any black Americans from either the First or Second World War.

Congressman Joeé DioGuardi (R-NY), who is leading the Congressional
effort to grant the Medals to the first black Americans from the
Wworld wWars, said, "The refusal of the Army and the Navy to grant
our nation's highest military honor to a black American from the
two World Wars is unacceptable. We are calling on Secretary
Carlucci to correct this historical injustice and reverse the
decision of his subordinates.”

one and a half million black Americans fought for the United

States during the two world Wars. Despite the fact that 549

Medals of Honor were granted during the two wars, not one was
granted to a black American.

DioGuardi introduced legislation in October 1987 to correct this
injustice by opening the statute of limitations for two specific
servicemen. The Navy announced it would oppose DioGuardi on May
23rd and the Army made a similar announcement on May 13th.

In the letter to carlucci, DioGuardi wrote, "It is time, Mr.
Secretary, as a matter of fundamental justice, to change this
oversight. Many medals have been awarded after the five-year
limitations statute has expired; we need to correct this as soon
as possible.”

-30-




Battle to award blacks
Medal of Honor widens

GCunnet Ncwx' Service

WASHINGTON -~ What began as
8 ube-mun battle o gward the first
Medals of Honor to black World
Wur I apd World War I servicemen
is now being waged by scores of
peopie on Cupitol HU,

Reps. Joseph DioGuard!, R-N. Y.,

and Mickey Leland, D-Texas, have
introduced legisiation to confer post-
humously- the pstion’s top military
honor to Secamun Daris *Deorrie”
. Miller-of Waco, Texas, and Sgt. Hea-
5y Johnson of Albany, N. Y.
DioGuardi suld tha legisistion has
about 30 co-spoosors in the House,
.- Thé action slems from & 3l5-year
campalgn. by Leroy Ramsey, 8 re
tired Albany educator who discov-
ered in 1884 that none of the 549
Medils of Honor awarded during
the two world wars went {o tbe 1§
miliion black servicemen.
'+ Rumsey sald the U.S. omisslon
coutrusted with the 150 black sol-
“diers who received the Crolx de
Guerre, France's highest military
medal, during World War L '
Oue of them was Henry Johason,
who killed ai least .four Germuns

and wounded at least a dozen otbers
during a 1818 raid. He was shot
three times. und wounded by a gre-
nuade Lhat shattered part of his shin
bone, but he munuged {0 rescue a
comrade from Capiure by charging
a soidler with a kafe,

Miller was cited for actions dur.
ing the Pearl Hgrbor attack os Dec,
7, 1841,

A cook third class In the Navy,
Miller wus saild fo have moved his
ortully wounded cuptuin out of the
line of fire und manned a machine .
gun aimed al the Japanese planes.

A baval lruiniog stution in lliinols
and a ship were both npamed for him
and he received the Purple Heart,
the Navy Cross and the World War
11 victory medal, among olhers,

Miller subsequeally wus promoted
to second-class mess aitendant,

Jean Kirk, bead of the Navy's
Awards and Special Projects
Brauch, said while Miller was clear-
ly & hero, “we will oppose (L.

She said to walve the five-year -
statute of limitations on medal rec-
ominendations would be unfair o
the “thousunds” of otaer service-
men who received Navy Crosses.

HAY 31 178&g



William Raspberry
Two Heroes,
No Medals
Of Honor

Rep. joe DioGuardi (R-N.Y.) not only
thought his bills to honor two black war
heroes would be noncontroversial. He was
also naive enoughi to imagine that the Army
and the Navy might be grateful for a
chance to correct what he deemed a histor-
ic “oversight." .

But the services have turned down the
New Yorker’s attempt to grant posthu-
mous Congressional Medals of Honor to
Sgt. Henry Johnson, a World War 1 infan-
tryman from Albany, and Seaman Dortie
Miller, a World War II hero from Waco
Tex. )

As a result, the number of/black service- -

men to receive Congressional Medals of
Honor for their heroism in the two world
wars will remain at zero.

DioGuardi and Rep. Mickey Leland (D-

Tex.), who joined him in introducing the

bills to waive the time limit for granting
the medals, have not accused the services
of discrimination—just neglect. After all,
black servicemen have won the nation's
highest award for valor in all major con-
flicts going back to the Civil War, when 13
black soldiers were awarded the medal for
their heroism in a single confrontation: the
Battle of New Market Heights.

FRIDAY, JUNI 3, 1988

The seaman, who died two years later
during a torpedo attrek on his boat, was

awarded the .secona #ighest honor, the.
Navy Cross, and a wirship was later named -

in his honor.

But the services, while not discounting -

their heroism, have refused to go dlong

with the attempts to grant Johnson and-

Miller the Congressiondl Medal.

The Navy made no official reply to con-
gressional reguests for comment on the
proposed legislation, but the assistant sec-
retary of the Army for manpower and
reserve affairs cited time limitations, inad-
equate written records and the possibility.
of unfairness for the Army's refusal to
support the DioGuarde bill.

_ The apparently fruitless legislation cites
Tohnson for his actions during World War |
when, as a member of a black infantry unit
‘rom New York assigned to a French divi-
ion, he and another soldier were attacked
by 12 Germans. Johnson, using his rifle and
2 kiiife, repelled the attack and, though
wounied by gunshet and 2 grenade, man-
aged to rescug his fellow soldier. _

The French government honored John-

on with its highest award, the Croix de
Guerre:

Miller was on duty at Pearl Harbor

- during the Japanese attack that brought

the United States into World War 1. “In
the face of enemy strafing and bombing,”

the legislative proposal recounts, “Miller:

assisted in moving his mortally wounded
captain to a place of greater safety and
then returned to man a machipe gun di
rected at the attacking Japanesé air force.
He did not abandon his position until
ordered to do so later in the battle. Mill-
er’s actions are especially heroic due to the
fact that he was a mess steward, the only
duty available to blacks in the Navy,. -

“Although former Sgt. Johnson displayed
great courage by his gallantry in action,”

- Delbert L, Spurlock J¢. wrote, “the Depart-

ment of the Army has consistently found
it necessary to refrain from supporting
the many requests received each year for
exemptions from the time limitations ap-
plicable to the award of the Medal of
Honor.” :

The law requires that recommendations

. for awarding the medal and descriptions

of the heroism occasioning the recommen-
dations be made within three years of the
act.

“In the past, .the Department of the
Army has received correspondence from
members of Congress and others, request-
ing that special consideration be given to
awarding the Medal of Honor to former
Sgt. Johnson for his heroic act, as racial
prejudice may have been a factor in his not
being recommended for the award,” Spur-
lock wrote.

“Although no black soldier was awarded
the Medal of Honor during World War I,
approximately 50 black soldiers were
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross,
the Army’s second highest award for valor
in combat, for their extraordinary heréism
in World War I. At this late date, it would
be inappropriate to single out former Sgt.
Johnson for award of the Medal of Honor
and to provide preferential treatment to
him over the thousands of other black

soldiers who served so bravely in combat.”

The Departiment of the Navy apparently

.agrees—to the outrage of DioGudrdia and

Leland.

Says the New York congressman, “The
statute of limitations is for criminals, not
for heroes.”
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Where are black medal winners?

Pentagon to investigate whether racism influenced selection process

By Letta Thyler
$tates News Service

WASHINGTON — Saying racism

may be to blame, Defense Secretary
Frank Carlucci has launched ap in-
vestigation into whether black serv-
lcemen were unjustly denied Medals
of Honor during the two world wars.

The action followed pressure
from 130 members of Congrees who
introduced legislation calling on the
Pentagon to explain why none of the
1.5 million blacks who served in the
two wars received a Meda! of Hopor,
the nation's highest military award.

The bil}, written by R;Es. Joseph
DioGuardi, R-N.Y., and Mickey Le-
land, D-Texas, also urged the Pents-
gon to posthumously award the med-
als to a New York Army sergeant
and a Texas seaman, both of whom
were black, :

“It is clear that unjust discrimi.
nation existed during World Wars I
and II that could well have extended
: to individual decisions leading to the
awarding of medals” Carlnee! sald
in a Sept. 30 letier to DioGuardi that
announced the probe. ‘

“The investigation will examine
the extent to which racial discrimi-
nation niight have been part of those
conditions,” Carlueci’s letter said.

blacks were

ustly denied Medsals
of Bonor, aw:

could be granted to

- them retroactively, said Pentagon .

spokesman Maj, David Super,

The Pentagon has awarded 3,408
Bedals of Honor since 1888, of which
575 were handed out for the two

world wars. But only 61 of the pres-

tigious awards have gone to blacks,
most of them during the Civil War,
the Indian campaigns and Vietnam,

DioGuardi, who relezsed the let-
ter yesterday, said the study could
correct “an historic injustice.”

“This ir an admission that there

was discrimination against blacks
when if came to awarding the most
prestigious medald,” he said.

Buper said the investigation will
inclnde 3 special look at the service
of two blacks whom DioGuard! and
Leland believe deserve posthumons
Medals of Honor,

"~ One of the servicermen, Army

Sgt. Henry Johnson of Albany, re-
cs‘ved France's Croiz De Guerre for

- combat bravery in the all-black
If the study finds cases whers .

“Hellftghters from Harlem" infantry
regiment during World War 1.

The other, Bearnan Dorrie Miller
of Waco, Texas, received the Navy
Cross — the Navy's second-highest
honor — for defending the UBS West

- Virginia during the Japanese atiack
' on Pear] Harbor,

In March, the Army staried re-
viewing its officlal history of the
all-black 24th infantry regiment,
which served in Kores, to pee if it
Ahortchanged the unit’s role in the.
war.
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Medal of Honor
finally awarded to
a black WWI soldier
DioGuardi says race
“a likely factor in delay

ByESIyn Ferguson
GannettNews Service i
WASHINGTON — President
Bush awarded a posthumous
Medal of Honor yesterday to Cpl.
Freddie Stowers, making him the
first black soldier from World
War I to win the military’s high-
est award for valor.

I'n an
eight-minute
ceremony,
Bush ended a
73-year wait
for the Army
to recognize
the 21-year-
old from
South Caroli-
na who died
Sept. 28, 1918,
‘ from wounds
Joseph DioGuardi  |.cceived in a
battle {o capture a hill in France.

Bush offered no explanation
for the delay to an audience that
included Stowers’ family, Vice
President Dan Quayle, Defense
Secretary Dick Cheney and Gen.
Colin Powell, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

But former New York Rep.
Joseph DioGuardi, whe attended
the ceremony in the East Room,
said race probably played a role.

The conservative Republican
teamed with the late Rep. Mick-
ey Leland, a liberal Texas Demo-
crat, in 1987 to push the Depart-
ment of Defense to review
records of black veterans in both
world wars. He started after dis-
covering that none of the 1.5
million black men who served
the United States in those wars

had been awarded a Medal of
Honanr

COUNTY / REGION / STATE

Ganneti Westchester Newspapers/Thursday. Apr|I25 1991

To DioGuardi, that *“just
wasn’t statistically possible.” In
America’s other wars, blacks had
won Medals of Honor.

The Pentagon’s review found
that Stowers had been recom-
mended after leading Company C
of the 371st Infantry Regiment,
93rd Division, in a battie for Hill
188 in the Champagne Marne
sector of France. He was
wounded by a machine gun but
continued to lead his men until
he died.

There had been no action
taken on the recommendation.

In November 1990, the mili-
tary again recommended that
Stowers receive the medal post-
humously. The president agreed.

Yesterday, Bush praised
Stowers as “a true hero, a man
who makes us proud of our heri-
tage as Americans, a man who in
life and death helped keep
America free. ..."

Stowers’ sisters, Mary Bowen,
80, and Georganna Palmer, 88,
nodded as the president spoke,
Neither spoke during the cere-
mony.

DioGuardi said he was
pleased with the resolution of the
Stowers' case.

However, he will continue to
press for similar recognition for
Henry Johnson of Albany, N.Y,,
who won the French Croix de
Guerre during World War I, and
for Seaman Dorie Miller of
Waco, Texas, who won the Navy
Cross for actions during the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor,



NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT | |
DOUGLASS W. JOHNSON 5

DISTRICT OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Gorden D. VanNess

1st VICE PRESIDENT
Samuel Praylor

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
James A. Dandles

RECORDING SECRETARY
Clarence R. Watson

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Leroy L. Ramsey
TREASURER

Maurice Thronton
ASSISTANT TREASURER

Henry F. Shadrick
CHAPLAINS

Rev, Carl B. Taylor

Rev. Allan A. Stanley

Rev. Arthur T. Moore

Rev. James C. Waters
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

Thomas Richardson

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Jult Activities

Conrad L. Duncan
Auditing

Henry F. Shadrick
Convention

Gladys S. Carter

Oscar E. Carter
Historical

Leroy L. Ramsey
Housing

Dorsey M. Whitehead
Hospitality

Claude E. Joseph
Legislation

Douglass W. Johnson
Membership & Reclamation

Douglass W. Johnson

Rev. Arthur T. Moore
Nominating

Charles Tigner
Resolution & By-Laws

Clifford M. Johnson
Veterans Affairs

James H. Bouldin
Youth Activities

Clarence Parker
Welfare

Rev. Arthur T. Moore

_369h VETE

- <

URBAN LEAGUE BUILDING @95 LIVINGSTON AVENUE ALBANY, NEW YORK 12210

ALBANY DISTRICT
RANS ASSOCIATION. INO.

e e 5

LRI

April 18, 198¢
The Honorable Joseph J. DioGuardi

50 Baraud Road
Scarsdale, New York 10583

Dear Congressman DioGuardi:

T take great pleasure in addressing this
letter of thanks and appreciation to you on
behalf of the members of the Albany District

Chapter of the 369th Veterans Association.

We have been kept very much aware of your
efforts in the interest of former Sergeant
Henry Johnson, a World War I hero from New
vork's 369th Infantry Regiment. Many of us
have felt all along that Sergeant Johnson
deserved the Congressional Medal of Honor for
his acts of valor on the night of May 14, 1918.
We were, however, unable to make the progress
that we desired.

The progress that you and Dr. Ramsey have
been able to make in that regard has been quite
pleasing to us. We especially appreciate your
sponsorship of H.R.3509, the bill to waive
the statute of limitations and allow the award
to be given to Sergeant Johnson posthumously
for his act of valor that occurred more than
70 years ago. We also appreciate the similar
effort that you have put forth in the interest
of Doris Miller, the black sailor from Waco,
Texas who was a hero at Pearl Harbor.

Your hand-delivery of letters to the
President and the Secretary of Defense on behalf
of these two brave servicemen was most
impressive. We are in agreement your press
release that they deserve the Congrerssional
Medal of Honor "BECAUSE IT'S RIGHT." We have

.~ had that feeling all along, and it is indeed

heartwarming to know that you feel the same way.

You may rest assured that yvou have not
only our support in this endeavor, you also
have our offer of assistance.

Before closing, allow me to say that your
tireless effort in getting an additional 140
members of the United States House of
Representatives to become co-signers of this
measure was well received by all of us.

Respectfully yours,

e Voo Vs
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A good deed from ex-congressman

Former Westchester
Congressman Joe DioGuardi
deserves a round of applause for his
persistence. He had a lot to do with
President Bugsh, last week préesenting
& posthumous Medal of Honor to the
first black soldier from Warld War 1,

After a T3-vear waif, the nation's
highest award for valor was
presented to the family of Cpl
Freddie Stowers, who died Sept. 28,
1918, of wounds suﬁened during a

'battle in France, The military had
years ago recomtnended that the 21-
year-old South Carolina soldier
receive the award, hut no action was
ever taken.

DioGuardi, a conservative
Republican who had been asked to
seek regognition of black World War
1 hero Henry Johnson, who joined g
black National Guard unit at
Peekskill, got involved in 1888,
Dw(“xuardl. convineed by black
historian Leroy Ramsey of Albany

that raee was the key reason black
war beroes were overlooked, joined
the late Rep. Mickey Leland, g
liberal Texas Demoorat, to push for a
U.S. Defense Department review of
the military records of black vetersns
in both world wars.

Even after his defeat for re-
election in November 1988,
DioGuardi continued to push former
colleagues in Congress and top
defense department officials (o
contluet the rewew Last November,. .
the military again recommended that
Stowers receive the
posthumously and Bush agtmct

Inspived by this victory,
DioGuardi says he's more committed
than ever to get similar recognition
for other deserving black soldiers
such as Johnson, who won the
French Croix de Guerre during
World Warl -

Carry on, My, DioGuardi. Carry
on,



Timze To Honor Bracky HEROES
(B3 Jormer Congressman Joe DioGueardi)

Twenty-one year old Henry Johnson of
New York wanted to be part of an American
Army, but the Army didn't want him—be-
cause he was Black (n e regiment commang-
ed by Binck olficers.

The year was 1917, and America had gone
to Europe to fight In 8 world war rgalnst
the Kalser and the "¥uns’”., There were
Black soldiers in the 1.8, Army, to be sure,
but' always in units whose ofllcers were “de-
pendable” whites, Flenry Johnson had en-
listed in the 15th New York National
Guard, a unit with Black officers. Since the
segregated U.S. Army could not accept the
ldea that Binck Americans could lead troohs
i1 Battle, the 15Lh was sent oif to fight with
the French Army.

Sergeant Henry Johnson and his squad
were put out in & forward listening post In
the Argonne Forest. Thelr job was to get
early warning of German patrols probing
out scross no-mman’s-land, possivly marking
the path for a major atlack on the French
lines. About midnight on that dark night, a
strong Germen patrol moved in silence
across the shell-pocked fields with an un-
usual gonl; to capfure and learn more about
these new Binck American soldiers.

Henry Johnson's buddy Needham Roberts
first heard the noise, and Ienry fired on il-
luminating f{lare. Ixposed, the German
patro! rushed Johmnson's position, throwing
grenades. Roberls {ell back, badly wounded,
but Jotinson, his Ileg broken by & grenade
fragment, bronght down thrce satiackers
with well-aimed rifle shols, then another
with the butt.

Johnson looked ncross the dugout Lo see
three Germnans dragging his wounded buddy
Roberts over the parapet edge. Hobbling on
cne good leg, Johnson lurched across the
dugout and killed another Germean with his
knife. As relnforcements appeared, the Ger-
mans {led, dodglng Johnson's grenades until
they were out of range of his arm.

At lesst & dozen battle-hardened German
soldiers attacked Henry Johnson's position.
They fnjled in thelr misslon, leaving four of
thelr number desd al his feet, The gratelul
French povernment bestowed upon Henry

Johnson that nation's higHest award for
valor the coveted Croix de Guerre.

TIME TO HONOR BLACK
HEROES

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWHNS

OF HEW YORIK
IR THE HOUSE OF RETPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 1991

Skip shesd now to that fateful day of De-
cember 7, 1041, when Japanese planes
roared down out of the sky to inflict a terrl-
ble blow upen the U.S. Navy, st anchor In
Penrt Harbor. On duty on the batileshlp
West Virginia that December dawn was
Seaman Dorrie Miller. The U.S. Navy al-
jowed Blacks to serve on ships, but not to
fight. Dorrie Miller served the food, Before
thiat hour of hell was over, Dorrle Miller
a8 serving lead to the diving Jepancse nt-
tnuckers.

When the bombers hit the West Virginia,
its skipper was mortally wounded, Amid &
fiall of shot and shell, mess steward Dorzie
Miller moved his captain to a place of
safety. Then this untrained mess sieward,
‘mot white enough to fight” by Mavy stand-
ards of that day, mannsd an rbandoned ma-
shine gun empiacement and took on the
japanese Alr Force {ace Lo {nce. He gave up
his position only when ordered to do so later
in the battle. For his herdism under enemy
fire, Dorrie Miller won the Navy Cross and,
after he was killed In action two years Jater
a warship was commissioned {n his honor.

Of tue million and o half Biack Americans
who served Lheir country in two great World
Warg, Heory Johnson and Dorrle Miler
stand at the forefront for consplcuous gal-
lantry under enemy iire. But nelther John-
son nor Miller, nor any other RBlack service-
men, were awnrded the nation's highest
decoration for bravery in combat, the Con-
eressionst Mednl of Honor.

Black servicemen have won the Congres-
sional Medal In every other war going back
to the Civil War. Black heroes won the
Medsl in Korea and n Viet Nam. But to
thls day the Defense Department hiss resist-
ed every effort to confer, the nation’s high-
est tribule on brave men like Henty Johne
son and Dorrie Miller.

1 know, for securing the Congressional
Medal of Honor for these two Anerican
heroes was o cause I underiook durlng my
vears in Congress. My partner iv this just
cause was Lhe late and beloved Representa-
tive Mickey Leland of Texas, whose tragic
death in = plane sccident on & mercy mis-
slon to hunger-ravaged Gihlopin was ntre-
mendous 10ss for the whole world.

In Oclober of 19887 Mickey and I lined up
well over 100 fellow Members of Congress,
representing rll polnuts on the political spec:
trum, as co-sponsors of legisiation to extend
the statute of lmitations to award Congres-
sional Medals to Sergeant Henry Johnson
and Seaman Dorrle Miller, Perbinps naively,
we thonght such broad support in Congress
would assure easy passage, We were wrong.

The Defense Department hrd lots of rea-
sons why our bills should be dismissed.
Henry Jobnson got the Croix de Guerre, be-
cause he fought with the French Army;
that should be enoupgh. Dorrle Miller got
the Mavy Cross and that should be enongh.
Too many years had gone by to reopen the
cases. It would be unfalr to bestow this high
awnrd on Just two servicemen, ignoring the
heroism of so many others, etc,, etc.

Now Mickey and I (and many other Con-
gressmen) understood thalt the raclsm
which permesated the armed forces in the
days of Johnson and Miller meant that
many meritorious coses would never De re-
opened and treated falrly. But we {irmiy be-
Heved that bestowing the Congressional
Medal on these two heroes, even years after
the fact, would not only correct two clesr
cases of justice denled, but siso atone for
the slighls suffered by so imany. As Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. would have put ii,
too many brave men were judged not on the
content of thelr character. hut on the colar
of thelr skin. “When justlce is threatened
anywhere, 1t Is threatened everywhere.”

Because of Defense Depnriment opposi-
tion, Congress took z0 action on the bills
Mickey and I introduced, But now we are in
a new decade with r new Congress. 1n hohor
not only of two long-fallen war heroes, but
slso of my fallen friend and collengue
Mickey Leland, I am working to persuade
the Defense Department, at long last, that
the time has come to confer our nation’s
highest award on Henry Johnson and
Dorrle Miiler, as two outstanding heroes
among the gnilant, Black Americans who
rose to the defense of their country in time
of war.




May 27, 2009

Letters to the Editor
The New York Times
229 West 43" St.
New York, NY 10036

Via fax at (212) 556-3622/ letters@nytimes.com

Re: “Tuskegee Airmen: Long Unrecognized, Now Celebrated” (Anne Barnard,
May 25)

Reading Anne Barnard’s article on Memorial Day brought back memories of the
bipartisan battle that the late Representative Mickey Leland and I waged against our
military establishment over twenty years ago. We brought to light an historic injustice:
that many deserving African American veterans of both World Wars I and II did not
receive Congressional Medals of Honor because of racism. In fact, incredibly, until we
took up the challenge, not one African American had received our nation’s highest

military honor during the two world wars, even though 1,550,000 served and 549 medals
were awarded to others.

Fortunately, Mickey and I were able to overcome serious political and bureaucratic
obstacles in succeeding to get the first medal awarded posthumously by President George
H.W. Bush at a White House ceremony that I attended in 1991, to Corporal Freddie
Stowers, who served in the army in World War I. (Tragically, Mickey had just died in a
plane crash on a humanitarian mission to Africa.) Seven more medals were awarded on
January 13, 1997, by President Clinton, to African American army heroes who served in
World War II as a result of an official study conducted to determine how many more
African American heroes received our nation’s second highest award (The Distinguished
Service Cross), but were denied our nation’s highest military honor because they were
black. Unfortunately, I still believe that not enough has been done to make up for the
blatant racism that existed in the first half of the 20" century, especially with segregated
army divisions, in World Wars I and II.

Even though the military has said that the relevant files from World War I have been lost,
at the least President Barack Obama should now recommend that all African American
war heroes from World War I, who were assigned to serve under French commanders
and were given France’s highest military honor, the Croix de Guerre, be awarded
Congressional Medals of Honor posthumously. At the top of the list of those who
received the Croix de Guerre should be Sergeant Henry Johnson of Albany, New York,
who served in Europe with the 369" Regiment of the U.S. Army in World War I and
whose extraordinary heroism was publicly recognized on February 17, 1919, in a parade
up New York City’s Fifth Avenue upon his unit’s return from Europe. Sadly, Johnson
died inconspicuously in the vicinity of Washington, DC, in 1929, at the age of 32, while
he was trying to obtain a military pension. ‘

Hon. Joseph J. DioGuardi

U.S. House of Representatives, 1985-1989
Ossining, NY

(914) 671-8583
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For the relief of Henry Johnson.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OcTOoBER 20, 1987

Mr. D10GuaRrDI (for himself and Mr. LELAND) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Armed Services

A BILL

For the relief of Henry Johnson.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the time limitations specified in section 3744(b) of title
10, United States Code, shall not apply with respect to
awarding a medal of honor under section 3741 of such title to
Henry Johnson (service number 10-33-48) for acts of hero-
ism during World War 1 while a sergeant in the United

States Army.
O



100rH CONGRESS
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For the relief of Dorris Miller.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OcTOBER 20, 1987

Mr. D1oGuarpi (for himself and Mr. LELAND) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Armed Services

A BILL

For the relief of Dorris Miller.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the time limitations specified in section 6248(a) of
title 10, United States Code, shall not apply with respect to
awarding a medal of honor under section 6241 of such title to
Dorris Miller (service number 356—12-35) for acts of heroism
during World War II while a member of the United States
Navy.

O
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Elramco Enterprises, Inc.
pr, Laroy L. Ramsey

President and Publisher May 10, 1996

In Parspective of THE BLAGK
AMERICAN VETERAN magazine

Basle Printing Company

Nobel Gresting Gards

The Honorabla Jogeph J. DioCuardi
2 Croton Avenue
Ossining, New York 10562

Dear Joea;

As the effort to see to it that former Africdn American
military persons receive the same recognition as Americans of
European descent, I.am very pleased to report that our effort

. of the mid-1980's has continued to move forward. We all have
noticed that Presgident Clinton isg endeavoring to reward a group
of African American World War Il heroes with the Medal of Honor.
That is the object of this correspondence. '

This effort which was beyun in 1984, and joined by vou
almost immediately, has made some progress over the years. Your
support and enthusiasm for this endeavor while you were in
Congress ‘has never left or been reduced by you over the vears.
I have always seen this as a tribute to your fairness for all
people, regardless of race, creed or color. I am pleaged to’
say that without your assistance this matter never would have
reached its current status. Your bi-partisan humanism has been
very beneficial, '

As you will note by the attached copy of your letter, it
wag you who responded to Governor Cuomo's request to assist
me in the endeavor. It was you who helped tell the nation of
our effort on "CBS This Morning." It was you who pressured
Pefense Secretary Carlucci to recognize the fact that a serious
miscarriage ‘'of justice had been made when he authorized a
national study of potential African Awmerican heroes who might
deserve the Medal of Honor.

2570sborne Road * Albany, New York 12211 + 518/ *FAX 518/



It was you who helped me by personally bringing the matter
to President Reagan in which it received attention from the
White House. It was you who introduced the bill in Congress
{assisted by the late Congressman Mickey Leland) to waive the
gtatute of limitation and make the awarding of the Medal
possible.

.I shall never forget how vou personally took the proposed
Bill in hand and lobbied members of Congress from both zides
of the alsle: black, white, liberal, consarvatlve, male and
female, to get that 142 members of COngress to sign the Bill
and bescoms Co-SpONSsOrs.

.25 if you had not done enough, Joe, you personally hrought
your mothey up to Albany with you when you served as guest
speaker Sergeant Henry Johnson's old unif, the 369th Veterans'
Asgociation. '‘And yvou did it all akt your personal expense,
refueing to even take travel expense when you were running for
re-elaction. No one; not even me, gave you one re d cent.

It appears that the effort has made a small change, Joe,.
We were interested in all African American veterans from both
World Wars I and II, involving the Army and the Navy. The current
effort seems to have been restricted to the Army and World War
IL.

I suggest that we use every resource at our command to
azgiest thoze in the current effort in making sure that the ends
of their effort are realized., However, we should go further.

We should attempt to have the original study pursued since it
wags compreheénsive in nature, concentrating en the Army and the
Navy in World Wars I and II.

T hope that you find this proposed course of action
acceptable, and that we wlll be able to cooperatively continue
to pursue the task which is so necessary.

Mast sincerely

- ]

Attachnents

Al
Eltamco Enterprlses Inc.



Hon. JoserH DioGuUARDI
Memeer oF CONGRESS

1985 — 1989
CHAIRMAN DirecTor
TRUTH IN GOVERNMENT COALITIONS FOR AMERICA
2 CROTON AVENUE 717 Seconp Avenug, NE
OssiNniNG, NY 10562 ) WasHinGToN, D.C. 20002
(914) 762-5530
Fax (914) 762-5102 June 29, 1996 '

William Raspberry

The Washington Post Writers’ Group
1150 15th St., NW

Washington, DC 20071

Dear Bill,

It’s been some time since we spoke. I continue to read your syndicated columns and I
haven’t forgotten the wonderful piece you wrote on June 3, 1988, entitled "Two Heroes, No
Medals of Honor." I’m attaching a copy of that article and the front page of a cover story
from the May 6, 1996 issue of U.S. News & World Report for your ease of reference,
together with a letter that I received last month from Dr. Leroy Ramsey, the Black historian
who worked with me and Congressman Mickey Leland on the issue of awarding
Congressional Medals of Honor to African American war heroes from World Wars I and II.

As you may know, the lengthy U.S. News & World Report essay on Congressional
Medals for African American War heroes came about because the U.S. Army, acting in part
on the original plan, awarded a grant to Shaw University, an historically Black institution in
Raleigh, North Carolina, to review potential African American candidates for the
Congressional Medal of Honor. However--and this is one of the problems that must now be
rectified--Shaw received a mandate to study only the Army and only World War II. This is
not what Mickey and I agreed to in June 1988, when Secretary of Defense Carlucci asked us
to abandon our attempt to open up the statute of limitations to award medals to Sergeant
Henry Johnson (NY-WWI) and Seaman Dorie Miller (TX-WWII). At that time, Carlucci
knew that Mickey and I already had more than 150 signatures from both Republicans and
Democrats in the House of the 218 required. Carlucci argued for a comprehensive study,
lest we commit another injustice by awarding only two medals when many other Black
candidates probably existed.

Now, in 1996, only part of the story that emerged in 1987 is being revealed. To
compound matters further, I understand that certain members of Congress who wanted the
statute of limitations opened in 1987 are now unwilling to revisit this issue and, in effect, are
blocking the issuance of the medals recommended by the army (based on the Shaw



2-

University study) for seven Black World War II veterans. Is it possible that some of the
Republican members among them are stonewalling because they do not want President
Clinton to get credit for issuing these medals in an election year?

In 1988, you ended your article by quoting me as saying that, "The statute of limitations
is for criminals, not war heroes." It is ironic that, eight years later, the statute of limitations

is again being invoked, this time in a Republican-controlled Congress, to deny medals, even

where they have been investigated and selected by an expert, independent research group.

As one of the two people who started this campaign (as you know, Mickey died shortly
after we met with Carlucci in June 1988), I would like to see the record set straight. The
African American servicemen who deserve this honor (and there are probably dozens of
them) continue to be victimized by partisan posturing and token solutions. 1 hope that you
can help bring attention to the continuing injustice being perpetrated against Black American
war heroes, some of whom are still alive. We need to go back to the original plan to
investigate candidates who were passed over for our nation’s highest military award, in both
the Army and Navy and for both World Wars I and II. In the meantime, the seven heroes
recently identified should receive Congressional Medals immediately. If you decide to
pursue this, and I hope you do, I will be happy to share with you my extensive files.

There are plenty of reasons to resolve this problem once and for all, including the now
recognized institutional racism that victimized Black American soldiers and sailors in the two
world wars. We should not perpetuate injustice with half truths, partial solutions, and
inexcusable delays.

I look forward to hearing'from you.

Warm regards,




Hon. JoserH Di1oGuUARDI
MemBer oF CONGRESS

1985 — 1989
CHAIRMAN Director
TrUTH IN GOVERNMENT COALITIONS FOR AMERICA
2 CROTON AVENUE 717 Seconp Avenug, NE
OssINING, NY 10562 WasHinGgTON, D.C. 20002
14 765 5B 00 January 16, 1997

Fax (914) 762-5102

Katherine Roberts
Op-Ed Editor

The New York Times
229 West 43rd St.
New York, NY 10036

Dear Ms. Roberts:

On January 14, The New York Times ran a front-page story by James Bennet, entitled
"Medals of Honor Awarded at Last to Black World War II Veterans." The article celebrated
President Clinton’s acknowledgment of seven African American U.S. Army veterans who
had been denied this nation’s highest military honor after the Second World War because
they were Black.

As a former Republican Congressman who with the late Democratic Congressman
Mickey Leland initiated the effort almost a decade ago to ensure that deserving African
American veterans of both World Wars I and II would receive Congressional Medals of
Honor, I certainly applaud the awards made on January 13, 1997. Nevertheless, I must
protest the absence of historical perspective in your coverage of this event.

Your readers should know that this week is the culmination of an effort that began nine
years ago with two congressman--one white, the other Black, one Democrat, the other
Republican. Our introduction of legislation in 1988 to confer posthumously the
Congressional Medal of Honor on Black servicemen stemmed from a three-year campaign by
Leroy Ramsey, a retired Albany educator who discovered that none of the 549 medals
awarded during the two world wars went to African Americans, who numbered 1.5 million
on active duty. Your readers should also know that the task that Congressman Leland and I
undertook is not yet completed, and that only part of the story that emerged in 1988 has been
revealed.

The seven medals bestowed this week on African American men who served in the army
came about because the U.S. Army, acting in part on our original plan, awarded a grant to
Shaw University, an historically Black institution in Raleigh, North Carolina, to review
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potential African American candidates for the Congressional Medal of Honor. However--and
this is one of the problems that must now be rectified--Shaw received a mandate to study
only the Army and only World War II. This is not what Mickey Leland and I agreed to in
June 1988, when Secretary of Defense Carlucci asked us to abandon our attempt to open up
the statute of limitations to award medals to Sergeant Henry Johnson (NY-WWI) and Seaman
Dorie Miller (TX-WWII). At that time, Carlucci knew that Congressman Leland and 1
already had more than 150 signatures from both Republicans and Democrats in the House of
the 218 required. Carlucci argued for a comprehensive study, lest we commit another
injustice by awarding only two medals when many other Black candidates probably existed.
(Incidentally, Mickey Leland was killed shortly after this meeting.)

In 1988, I said that "the statute of limitations is for criminals, not war heroes." 1
thought it ironic that the statute of limitations was being used as a convenient excuse to deny
medals. Fortunately we were able to overcome this political obstacle and succeeded in
getting the first medal awarded to Corporal Freddie Stowers (WWI, Army) in April 1991.
Nevertheless, it has taken six years to grant the seven medals awarded last Monday to
African American war heroes and a comprehensive redress of history has still not yet taken
place. The now recognized institutional racism that victimized Black American soldiers and
sailors in the two world wars continues to have an impact.

As one of the two people who started this campaign, I would like to see the record set
straight. The African American servicemen who deserve this honor (and there are probably
dozens of them) continue to be denied recognition because of partisan posturing, half truths,
and token solutions. I hope that you can help bring attention to the injustice being
perpetrated against Black American war heroes, some of whom are still alive. We need to
go back to the original plan to investigate candidates who were passed over for our nation’s
highest military award, in both the Army and Navy and for both World Wars I and 1I.

S incerely,

e D,
Joseph J. D10Guard1




Rethinking the Recognition of Doris Miller

By Marsha Rose Joyner Special to the NNPA from the Afro-American Newspaper
Published April 2, 2015
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(Courtesy photo)

First in a series.

Doris “Dorie” Miller, and hundreds of other messmen who were serving breakfast that morning,
never dreamed that day in 1941, was the time for them to be heroes. That point is not to be
questioned.

When the office of Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-Texas) contacted me about their desire to
have Dorie Miller awarded the Medal of Honor, | was excited. Since 1942 there have been
thousands of people attempting to have his Navy Cross upgraded to the Medal of Honor.

In the last several sessions, Rep. Johnson, with the support of the Congressional Black Caucus
and members of both parties in Congress, has filed legislation to waive the statute of limitations
so that Miller could receive the Medal of Honor.

“The Navy has concluded that the Navy Cross, the highest award that can be approved and
awarded by the Secretary of the Navy, appropriately recognizes Petty Officer Miller’s heroic
actions,” said Navy spokesman, Lt. Mike Kafka, who added that those seeking to upgrade Miller’s
award can offer new evidence or ask the Navy to look at the case anew, a request Johnson may
make.

First let me say, Lt. Kafka apparently did not do any research. In 1941 no Black messman was a
petty officer. At the time of Miller's actions the Navy was totally segregated. How could the Navy
not recognize that racism was the underlying theme?

Absolutely we must ask again!

However this may not be new evidence, since racism is the birth defect of this country. What is
new is the evidence of his long lasting legacy. | believe that we must look at Miller in a new light.
The history of wars is generally written about battles as if there were no people. And when



people are mentioned, it is the generals, admirals and presidents. Miller was not even a sailor;
he was a messman second class, the very bottom of the Navy's tight knit social thread. To shine
a real light on World War I, we must see with today's eyes the “little people,” the mess
attendants of the world. Filipinos and Guamanians who chose to come to America following a
dream; after a period of untold harassment and brutality, enlisted in the Navy only to become
messmen. Servants!

Carlos Bulosan wrote “| feel like a criminal running away from a crime | did not commit. And this
crime is that | am a Filipino in America.” That day, the “day that will live in infamy” was for heroes.
Thousands of them! Most of whom we will never know. That day was a day for every man and
woman to step out of their comfort zone and be counted. In America, that day was to question
what people take for granted, what people hold to be true about “colored men.” For Miller that
day was to break through the hypnosis of social conditioning; to take a stand at any cost; to be
courageous and noble in their actions and in deeds. That December day was to be that
moment.

(Courtesy photo)
Beginning of WWII

“Even as Hitler espoused the theory of the “Superior Aryan Race,” the U.S. military practiced the
theory of “African-American mental inferiority.” The Army War College study of 1940 described
the African American as having ‘less developed mental capacities.”

The Navy was accepting African Americans on a limited basis as messmen/stewards. The
Marines were accepting no African Americans. According to historian Duane B. Bradford;
“during the first six months of 1940, the Army admitted 30 African Americans total into all of its
schools.”

World War Il African-American sailors were stripped of their dignity, their “somebodyness.”
Regardless of their education they were expected to be messmen, stewards and cabin boys, not
trained for combat.



They did not even wear the traditional Naval Anchor on their uniforms. Secretary of the Navy
(Colonel) Frank Knox, (former publisher of the Chicago Daily News and the 1936 G.O.P. vice
presidential nominee) wrote “the policy of not enlisting men of the colored races for any branch
of the naval service but the messmen branch was adopted to meet the best interests of general
ship efficiency.”

However, there is so much misinformation about Miller, his actions that day and even the ship
he served on, nowonder he has not been awarded the Medal of Honor. Having had the rare
opportunity of knowing men who served with him on the West Virginia as well as other
survivors of the attack on the Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941, | decided to revisit the mounds of
articles, books and films about Miller. Much to my horror the vast majority of it was incorrect.

My friend, Ray Emory, a Pearl Harbor survivor and historian was gracious enough to spend the
day with me and another friend as we combed through his records and files of Dec. 7. So much
so that I now feel | have to rethink the recognition of Miller.

Some of the misinformation was trivial, but none the less it is out there.

The biggest misinformation and most often repeated stated that Miller served on the USS
Arizona. That was not correct. All of the messmen who served on the Arizona went down with
the ship. One article claimed he was on board the USS Missouri. That ship was not at Pearl
Harbor the day of the attack. She was the last battleship commissioned by the U.S. Navy in June
1944,

His rate or rank has always been at question. In the Navy a person’s “rate” is the same as “rank”
in the other branches of the military. At the time of the attack Miller was a messman attendant
second class, a rate created for men of color only.

| have read in several articles that he was a seaman. At the time of the Dec. 7 attack, there were
no Black seamen.

The Messman Branch, responsible for servicing officers only, was a racially segregated part of
the U.S. Navy. White sailors could not serve in the Messman Branch, which was composed
almost exclusively of African Americans, Guamanians, Chinese and Filipinos. Dorie Miller's very
public presence as a messman attracted criticism from civil rights leaders during the war, and
the Roosevelt administration was under some pressure to address this inequality.

Some steps were taken throughout the war, but the navy's leadership proved resistant to major
change. In February 1943 the name of the branch was changed to Steward Branch, the word
“officer” was dropped from rate titles, and “mess attendant” became “steward’s mate.”

The new rating of “cook” should not be confused with “ship’s cook,” which was part of the
Commissary Branch.

In June 1944, cooks and stewards were authorized to wear petty officer-style rating badges.
Despite the change in insignia, however, stewards and cooks were not petty officers and ranked
below the most junior petty officer grade. Petty officer status was not extended to stewards
until 1950.



Some articles have Miller as a cook. That is somewhat correct. At the time of the attack on Dec. 7
Miller was a messman. As the war raged on, men of color were promoted to the rate of cook,
because they needed them to do more than wait on the officers. At the time of his death Miller
had been promoted to cook third class. In April 1942 changes were announced to allow African
Americans to serve in other capacities. Even so African Americans selected for ratings other
than messman were to be segregated and commanded by White officers and chief petty
officers.

(Courtesy photo)

The movie Pearl Harbor was probably the worst offender of the portrayal of Doris Miller.
Several people say it is only a movie. And that is true. However, a majority of people get all they
know about history from movies. Lt. Frederick White, who served on the USS West Virginia,
wrote that Miller was called up to the deck to move the ship’s captain because he had been
mortally wounded because he (Miller) was the biggest man on the ship. In the movie it is
apparent to all watching that Cuba Gooding Jr. was not the biggest man on the ship.

At the time of the filming at Pearl| Harbor, | complained about Cuba Gooding Jr. being portrayed
as Dorie Miller because he was not big enough. I was told by one of the historians, “at least the
character is in the film.” What else could | say?

Director of the movie Pearl Harbor Michael Bay acknowledges on his DVD commentary track
that Miller's actions were altered slightly simply for the sake of the narrative; it was more
dramatic to have him comfort the dying captain and then deliver his final order.

All so the movie portrays Miller on Dec. 7, 1941 in a uniform with a cook’s second class rate. As
we have said before the cook’s rate did not exist in 1941. This error is difficult to attribute to
anything other than a lack of adequate research. The National Parks Service and the U.S. Navy
are credited as consultants on the film.

Categories: National © 2016 Los Angeles Sentinel All Rights Reserved « A Bakewell Media Publication
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RECIPIENTS

The Medal of Honor, the highest
U.S. military decoration, has been
awarded to 3,418 persons since it
was established in 1862,

Awarded to:

Whiles 3,271
Blacks 78
Jews T 12
American Indians 20
Hispanics 37
Men 3,417
Women- 1
Of the black recipients: .
Civil War 23
Indian campaign 26
Spanish-American 6
World War | i
World War Il 0
Korean War 2
Vietnam War ) 20
Recipients who:
Are still living 210
Were awarded the

medal twice 19
Are current members of
Congress 21
Are now governors 7
Were chaplains 7

Source: Congressional:Medal ol Honor Soticty

The Washiugton Times

Medal is 72 years late

Cpl. Freddie Stowers
died leading an attack

By Siobhan McDonough

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Sevenly-two years after Cpl. Fred-
die Stowers led nn atlack on a Ger-
man machine gun emplacement and
enemy trenches, the Army acted on
a recommendation that he receive
the Medal of Honor, the armed ser-
vices’ highest honor for bravery.

Cpl. Freddie Stowers is the first
black soldier to be posthumously
awarded the Medal of Honor for his
actions in World War I.

During a three-year investigation

into possible racism in granting
awards, the Army discovered the un-
processed recommendation, ac-
cording to Col. Terry Adkins. chief
of the Army’s Military Awards
Branch.

Cpl. Stowers, of Sandy Sorings,
S.C., was 2} when he was killed in
action while leading an attack on the
Germans in the Champagne Mairne
Sector of France. His two sisters wil}
receive the Medal of Honor and the
Purple Heart on his behall today at
a military ceremony attended by
President Bush.

“The fact that he went from pri-
vale to corporal in such a phenom-
enal amount of time indicates to me
that Cpl. Freddie Stowers was more
than your average soldier) said Col.
Adkins, who headed the investiga-
tion. “lle was a soldier with talent”

The prestigious medal, First

I awarded 0 Gen. George Washing-

ton, is granted o a member of the
armed forces f{or “gallantry and
courage above and beyond the call of
duty;" according 10 Col. Adkins.
Seventy-seven blacks were award-
ed the Medal of Honor for service in
the Indian campaigns, Civil War,
Spanish-American Way, Korea and
Vietnam, according to Nicholas
Oresko, director of the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor Society. Until
today, no black soldier had received
the award for either of the world

wars.
“It's an exceptional case,” said

- Col. Adkins.

A packet of recommendations, in-
cluding Cpl. Stowers®, was for-
warded to Awards Branch author-
ities shortly after World War 1. All
recommendations were processed
except for Cpl. Stowers’,

The speed with which the Army
got soldiers onto ships home and de-
activated may be the reason why
Cpl. Stowers’ recommendation was
overlooked at that time, Col. Adkins
said.

Investigators discounted racism
when they verified that one black
soldier whose name was on the same
list of nominees received the Distin-
guished Service Cross, the second
highest award,

Two olficers sent to France to do
research in the archives confirmed
that the reported battic on Hill 188
at the Champagne Marne Seclor
tonk place. T support Cpl. Stowers'
nomination for the medal, they ob-
tained a full description of his in-
volvement in the battle.

As squad leader in Company C,
371st Infantry Regiment, 93rd Divi-
sion, Cpl. Stowers inspired his men
to follow him in an attack on a Gey-
man machine gun nest on a hill. The
machine gun was taken out during
the September attack, and Cpl.
Stowers continued to press the at-
tack against enemy trenches until he
dicd of wounds.

The secretary of the Army or-
dered authorities o confirm that
Cpl. Stowers' recommendation was
made in accordance with Armed
Forces law 3422, which requires the
commanding officer to make such a
recommendation within two years of
the soldier’s act. If no award was
made because the recommendation
was lost or not acted upon through
inadvertence, the medal may be
awarded wilhin two years after the
date of the determination that it was
not processed.
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Criginal Message

o Mr. DioGuardi,

i am the descendant of a great man that you may still be familiar with today. In the year 1987, you and a fellow friend,
Jickey Leland, stumbled upon the case of Corporal Freddie Stowers. Corporal Freddie Stowers was post-humously
awarded the medal of Honor in April of 1981, During the ceremony, |, Latasha Katherine Thomas, was held by the
sresident at that time, George Bush.
Looking back on my history, | realize that information about imporiant members of my family have been lost. As a result, it
is important to me to be able to grasp tenaciously fo the bonds of my history. | have made up in my mind that | will no
Iorxgpr allow all the things that have made me, to become fragile and wither away.
I thank you for your research. [ decided o send this message because | became so filled up, when | reread the details of

my great great uncle's case. | thought about the malice people harbored within in themselves so much so that they would
not award a man that had already passed away a medal that he rightfully deserved.

t often doubt my abilities, but Corporal Freddie Stowers will forever be an inspiration to me and my family.
On behalf of the Stowers family, | would like to say thankyou for giving us something to be proud of,

Latasha Thomas

Date: 1/10/2008 10:21:57 PM

Subject: From Joe DHoGuardi (Re: A Letter of Appreciation)

Latasha--What a wonderful surprise o hear from you. | remember that day in 1991 at the White House so vividly, especially bel ﬁg wit
he Presi mm (;m Colin Powell and your family, including two of vour great great aunts who were In their late eighties at the §

Cong. Leland and [ got to know each other really well after we were invited o debate current issues on DC Cable TV when | was a new

ﬁfﬁ“r* iber of the House in 1985, He was a Democrat who represenied a Ea{geiy Alfrican American District in Houslon, Texas ; [ was
elected, as a Republican, to represent a majority registered Democrat District, which included a very large African American population
in the southern part of Wesichester County, NY (in New Rochelle, Mt Vernon and Yonkers), After that Cable TV exchange, we realized
that the less fortunate parts of our diverse districts had very simil af problems and concerns, and we joined forces on issues relating to
neighborhood crime fueled by drug abuse, turning back budget cuts on food stamps and subsidized housing. ( By the way, you may not
know that Cong Leland was not present during that historic White House ceremony because he was tragically killed in a plane crash on
a humanitarian mission bringing foed and medical supplies to poor people in Ethiopia in 1988; he was a beautiful person in every way
and tragically left a new wife and baby boy behind when he died.) Getting back to our work in fighting the military establishment and our
congressional colleagues to "open the books" on awarding Congressional Medals of Honor to black American War heroes from World
Wars 1 and 2, in 1986 | had recelved a letler from a New York historian, Leroy Ramsey, about the fact that no black American in the 2
Warld Wars received our nation's highest award even i‘h@ugh 1,550,000 served. These numbers seemed impossible to me and |
appmacned my good friend Mickey Leland to get him to join me to correct, in a bipartisan way, what t(and hejsawas a gross historic
injustice, most probably stemming from the segregated US military forces and discriminatory practices at the time. The rest is history
and your family is an important part of it since your great great uncle was the FIRST black American serving in WW1 and WW2 to
receive our nation's highest military honor. And, as a result of a study that Mickey and | insisted on in 1987 in which the files of ALL
black Americans who served in WW1 and WW2, and who received our nation's SECOND highest honor, would be reviewed (to which
Secretary of Defense Carlucci agreed), seven more Medals were issued to black American War heroes in 1888. There is so much more
i could say about this important part of my service as a Congressman, but | can send you a copy of my file on this for your family
records. Please email me your home address and feel free o call me on my cell phone at 814-671-

8383. ALL THE BEST TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY DURING THE
HOLIDAY SEASON AND FOR THE NEW YEARI--Joe DioGuardi

Joe DioGuardi
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Northeast Publishers Association
237 W 37 Street Suite 201 New York, NY 10018 212 213-8585 northeastpublishers.com

June §, 2010

Dr. Roscoe C. Brown, Jr.,

Director of the Center for Urban Education Policy
The City University of New York,

New York, NY 10016

Dear Mr. Brown:

I'm Walter Smith, publisher of the New York Beacon and President of the Northeast
Publishers Association.

I'have come to know Joe DioGuardi over the past few months and have joined with him
in his 23-year crusade to have Medals of Honor bestowed on deserving Black soldiers
from WW WW II & I. I think it’s an injustice long overdue for correction.

It didn't happen in the past because of racism and disinterest on the part of previous
administrations. Some medals were awarded as a means of keeping the noise down, but
as long as one remains not given, we all are missing our just rewards.

We now have a Black President and a strong Congressional Black Caucus who if made
aware of the public interest, could make it happen.

The New York Black Publishers are meeting with Joe DioGuardi this Wednesday at

4:00pm at the Columbus Club at 8 E 69th street New York, NY to further discuss this
issue.

An appeal to our president Barack Obama signed by World War Heroes such as yourself,
others such as Colin Powell, Charlie Rangel, Ed Towns, Yvette Clark, Gregory Meeks,
James Clyburn, Maxine Waters, Barbara Lee, Danny Bakewell Sr, Al Sharpton, etc, we
could get it done in a heartbeat.

We owe it to those brave Black men who gave their lives in hopes it would create a
better social environment for all Black people.

We need your help. Please join us in the struggle.’

Walter Smith, president
Northeast Publishers Association



Meet Congressman
Joseph J. DioGuardi

= PR T

Joe DioGuardi wants justice for African American Heroes of
WWI & WWII

During World War I the color of a man’s skin came to be a serious barrier to Medal of
Honor consideration. Though there was no written policy specifying discrimination, all
branches of the military were well in step with the Jim Crow conditions of racism. For the
first time in our nation’s history, Soldiers were fighting in Europe and among them were
African-American troops. Although they were denied the full blessings of the freedom in
which they were fighting for, African-Americans still volunteered to fight for their country
hoping their military contributions and sacrifices would prove to their countrymen that
African-Americans desired and deserved a larger role in the society of the United States.
When WWI ended the United States Awarded a total of 118 Medals of Honor: five went
to Jewish Americans, one to a Hispanic American and none to African Americans. At the
end of WWII 432 Medals of Honor had been awarded: 38 went to Hispanic Americans,
10 to Native Americans, 3 to Jewish Americans, 2 to Asian Pacific Americans, and None
to African Americans. This Black-Eye is still lingering on America’s face. Two very
deserving recipients are waiting in the wings for this distinguished honor: Sgt Henry
Johnson of Albany NY and Dorrie Miller a Sailor and Hero in WWII of Waco Texas. The
final hurdle to awarding these heroes their just due is the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
President Barack Obama.

Joe DioGuardi has been working on this issue for the past 27 years.

Let’s make Joe’s issue our cause: Call or Write your representative in Washington
and tell them to urge the president to move forward with this pressing issue.

Walter Smith, president
Northeast Publishers Association




N.Y. Military Museum Recognizes the
Harlem Hellfighters

Heroes in France During World War |

They were heroes in France during World War |, only to be treated as second class citizens when they returned to New York.

Lt. James Reese Europe and the jazz band of the 369th Infantry Regiment, also known as the Harlem Hellfighters,

upon their return from Europe on Feb. 17, 1919. Geuy Images
SPONSORS
THE MORRIS B. RETTNER FOUNDATION, RONALD RETTNER, DIRECTOR
TRUTH IN GOVERNMENT, HON. JOSEPH DIOGUARDI, PRESIDENT
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